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I'LL FOLLOW HIM! PROBABLY'LL LEAD ME BY LlEHTNING FLASHES PUNCTUATED WITH CLAPS OF

A WAY OUT OF THIS MAP HOUSE ! THUNDER ENABLED WHITE TO KEEP UP WITH THE
3 & WEIRD FORM DESCENDING INTO THE PITCH BLACK-

NESS OF THE ANCIENT HOUSE. ]

BLAST THIS HOUSE AND ITS LACK OF

LIGHTS! THIS IS A CELLAR ! I'VE FOLLOWED

HIM PAST THE OUTSIDE POORS !

HE'S TOSSING THE FOOD INTO THAT HOLE ... MusT ALY You FiNISHED
BE THE PJT WHERE THEY KEEP HER. THAT'S WHY

YES, MAW. WAIT! I HEAR SOME-
\| FEEDING HER, | ONE BREATHING ! IT'S THE
ALL THE SCREAMING ... [T'S FEEDING TIME / SONZ STRY

’ANGER ./ HE'S DOWN HERE !
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FIENDS, ROMANS, COUNTRYMEN...LEND ME YOUR WARPED LITTLE MINDS AND
I'LL TAKE YOU BACK TO THE DAYS OF THE OLD ROMAN EMPIRE FOR SOME
HYSTERICAL HISTORY...BACK TO THE BLOODY ARENAS WHERE A MAN'S
LIFE DEPENDS ON THE SIMPLE GESTURE OF THUMBS UP OR...
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1 Oain?
‘\‘——‘r—q
WITH A ROAR OF SURPRISE

AND EXCITEMENT, THE
CROWD IN THE COLISEUM
OF THE ROMAN CITY OF
MITHRAS WAS ON ITS FEET...
THE FAVORED GLADIATOR
HAD FALLEN AND AN AIR

OF BLOOP AND DEATH
SWEPT THE ARENA/

YOUR MAN, AGLIO,
HAS FOUGHT WELL,
BRACCHUS...SHALL
ILET HIM LIVE? ([~ AS GAMES
A MASTER OF
THE ARENA, I'VE
LEARNED ONE VERY
IMPORTANT LESSON,
YOUR HIGHNESS...
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i YOU BELONG IN THERE ... WITH HER! ) NO/ B

GOTTA GET OUT OF HERE...BUT HOW 2 I'LL JUST-- NOJS THIS ISN!
WAIT! THIS FEELS LIKE... THE ROPE ! ROPE ! IT'S
MUST HAVE FALLEN INTO THE PIT!

SEE! FATHER'S ALWAYS RIGHT/
BUT (T'S A VERY TOUCHING
ENDING! THEY CAN SPEND
THE REST OF THEIR LINES
TOGETHER LISTENING TO THE
PITTER-PATTER OF LITTLE
FEET... ALL HERS? Now
You BETTER PITTER-PATTER
ON YOUR LITTLE FEET TO
THE NEXT YELL-YARN/
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SHE'S BEAUTIFUL ! BUT COMPLETELY INSANE FROM BEING TRAPPED HERE SO LONG
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I CAN GET HER ouT '\ MO./NO.! YOU CAN'T LET WHAT'RE. YOU WYOUR FACE/ 1. FEELS LIKE ..)
OF THERE WITH THIS! / HER OUT/ SHE'S HORRIBLE/ DOING Z YOU'RE ) LIKE MY DAUGHTERS.!
i UNFIT TO BE WITH OTHERS ! NuTS ! GET YOU'RE. DEFORMED...
JUST LIKE HER!
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CATCH HIM, SON!

HIS FOOTSTEPS

ARE GOING

TOWARD THE
pr!

EVERY INSTINCT IN WHITE'S BODY SCREAMED FOR HIM
TO FLEE ... YET, SOMEHOW, HIS GAZE WAS MOVING
IRRESISTIBLY OVER THE FALLEN FORM BEFORE HIM,
INTO THE PIT'S DARKNESS!

WHAT ARE YOU

1've coT X DOING, STRANGER.! DON'T LOOK /

TO KNOW... ) PON'T LOOK IN THAT PIT! STAY
AWAY/ IT'LL DRIVE YOU MAD!
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MNIGHT BROUGHT NO
DESIRE FOR SLEEP
TO BRACCHUS... T
WAS A TIME FOR
CELEBRATION! THE
FEAST OF APOLLO
WOULD BRING THE
BIGGEST CROWDS
OF THE YEAR AND
HE COULD NOT
RESIST A LAST
JUBILANT REVIEW

TO MAKE SURE HIS
DOMAIN WAS IN CHEER UP, BEASTS!

TONIGH' I DINED WITH
THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR!
TOMORROW. . .YOURE GONNA
FATTEN ON CHRISHANS.

HERE! YOU NEED THIS MORAN
ME! YOU HEAR DOWN THERE?
GONNA BE FOOD FOR THE
BIG CATS... GONNA MAKE =
e THISH 1S
G CESS. -
ME A BIG SUCCESS! ALL MINE!

MAKIN’ ME RICH.. |

. POWERFUL!

WAIT! WHO ZAT?
WHAT'RE YOu
POIN' HERE? NO-
BODY'S ALLOWED
) HERE TILL
TOMORROW..
GET OUT OF
MY ARENA! ¥ THAT NOISE!
2 - SOUNDS LIKE
ANIMALS BEING
RELEASED FROM
THEIR CAGES!






EPUB/image_0015_00.jpeg
v OUR CHAMPION GLADIATOR,

CASSIUS, WAS TO HAVE DONE
BATTLE WITH THEBUS THE
GREEK...INSTEAD, I HAVE
ARRANGED FOR HIM TO

MEET AN INTERESTING  /

FELLOW CITIZENS/
I WISH TO ANNOUNCE
A CHANGE IN TODAY'S
MATCHES/ A CHA

/ ]

WHICH I KNOW WILL g /

HEIGHTEN YOUR N
PLEASURE/

--JUST ARRIVED
FROM SFAIN!

MARVELOUS,
BRACCHUS! WHAT
A SPECTACLE/
TOMORROW |S THE

FEAST OF APOLLO.
HOW CAN YOU >/

HOPE TO TOP
THIS?

NEW CHALLENGER-- /

T BELIEVE YOUR HIGHNESS
HAS RECENTLY ACQUIRED
A NEW BATCH OF
CHRISTIANS. ..BY A
STRANGE COINCIDENCE,
T HAVE RECENTLY AC-
@ QUIRED A NEW BATCH OF
LIONS...AND TIGERS!

S \,/2
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S0 BRACCHUS AND HIS

ARENA PROSPERED...

GROWING DAILY WITH

THE INCREASED TRADE
IN DEATH AND

SHUT UP,
OLD FOOL!
YOU CAN'T TALK

THAT WAY

BRUTALITY...

SHAME! THE
PEOPLE STARVE
AND DIE IN THE STREETS
AND SUPPLY SHIPS BRING
ONLY ANIMALS AND SAND
FOR THE ARENA/
SHAME, BRACCHUS!

CAN HELP FEED
SOME STARVING y A GLADIATOR'S
LIONS--WITH LIFE IS A HARD
YOUR FLESH! 7 ONE, BRACCHUS...

EVEN IN YOUR FIXED
CONTESTS! I WANT
TO BE MADE
A FREE MAN/

THE GAMES ARE
IMPORTANT TO THE
PEOPLE...YOU'D BE
TORN APART |F WORD,
REACHEP THEM
YOUR CONTESTS
ARE DISHONES

POINT, WELL
ARGUED, CASSIUS!
T'LL SEE WHAT

I CAN DO/
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A THE SPILLING OF
/e BLOOPL! AND A GOOD
GAMES MASTER...
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OUTSIDE, THE RAIN STARTED AGAIN,
DRIVING AND HARD, AS THOUGH
NATURE ITSELF WAS CONFIRMING
WHITE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO STAY
THE NIGHT IN THE STRANGE
HOUSEHOLD..
THEY MUST BE
SOME KIND OF MUTANTS...
GENES GONE WILD... PRODUCING
A WHOLE. FAMILY LIKE THIS!

EXHAUSTION OVERTOOK FEAR AND
WHITE. ENTERED A FITFUL SLUMBER
«.BUT NOT FOR LONG...

WHAT! WHAT 2/ THE THING !
IT'S SCREAMING AGAIN !

USED TO BE COUSIN WHAT'VE I GOTTEN MYSELF "R
JED'S ROOM . HE TOOK INTO? IF THOSE LOOK AS BAD
SICK AND DIED. IT WAS AS THEY DO, WHAT CAN THAT...
A WHILE ‘FORE WE COULD 7-THING ... BE LIKEZ
TAKE CARE OF HIM ...

IT'S AIRIN' OUT Now /

T-THAT
SMELL ...

THE SON! WHERE'S HE GOING
WITH THAT TRAY... LOOKS LIKE
RAW MEAT/

WHITE'S FRAYED NERVES COULD
TAKE. NO MORE .., HE DRESSED
HURRIEDLY AND MOVED WITH

CAUTION TO THE DOOR...

CAN'T TAKE MUCH MORE OF

THIS! I'M GETTING ouT/!

WAIT./ SOMEONE'S MOVING:
DOWN THE STAIRS !
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NOW YOu SEE WHY...PA ALWAYS SAID WE WERE
DIFFERENT FROM YOU OTHER FOLKS! WEIVE
STAYED OFF UP HERE TO OURSELVES... FAMILY
USED TO BE BIG ... NOW THERE'S JusT THE
THREE OF US! ME, MY SON, HERE, AND--

IT'S THE THING! | MY OTHER CHILD! PA
WE GOTIA KEEP / SAID SHE's TOO
HER LOCKED SCAREY AND DANGER-
AWAY./ OuUs To BE SEEN BY
ANYONE ! DRIVE 'EM
B MAD..OR WORSE !/,

7,

B-BUT THAT
HORRIBLE
SCREAM...

WHAT WAS THATZ
TURN ON SOME

EASY, STRANGER !

==y
WE'RE BLIND... BUT ALL
THEY AIN'T NO LIGHTS

OTHER. SENSES WORK

MAW AND 1 GOTNO _/ EXTRA GooP! WE GET
! ALONG FINE/!

DON'T BE FOOLISH,
STRANGER ! WE'RE.
MILES FROM ANY
KIND OF FOLKS OR
TOWN AND THESE
HILLS ARE FULL OF
WILD ANIMALS! YOU
BEST STAY HERE!

YOU COME ON ) N-No .. T
WITH ME, < THINK I'D
STRANGER . BETTER BE
FIX YOU uP A GOING....
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TEV W n rnA N ROV VIS
MEMORIEST;. G POLICE AROUND THE

T HOUSE ... GOT TO GET AWAY...

\\ CROSS STATE-LINE ... LOSE 'EM

IN HILLS...
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WHERE AM I 2 CAN'T SAY, STRANGER WE'VE
HOW FAR FROM ALWAYS KEPT AWAY FROM
THE NEAREST THE OUTSIPE!

TOWN?
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HE'S WAKIN' UP, MAW! ) BETTER TAKE (T EASY,
" STRANGER ! YOU'RE STILL
SHOOK. UP FROM THE CRASH
.. LUCKY MY BOY BROUGHT
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MUMMY'S CURSEZ MANY DON'T EVEN THINK THEY CAN TALK! LET'S OPEN
THE SARCOPHAGUS AND THROW SOME LIGHT ON THE EER/E INFO IN...

CREEPY' 5 I.OATHS”OME lORE/

IN 1922, THE Toms oF
TUTANKH -AMEN WAS UN -
EARTHED, MARKED BY A
SUDDEN SANDSTORM ON
WHAT HAD BEEN A CALM DAY,
THROWING NATIVE WORKERS
INTO A PANIC! ABOVE THE
TOMB, A HAWK, SYMBOL OF
EGYPTIAN ROYALTY, BEGAN
CIRCLING. ¥

mm\m H\
DESPITE THE CURSE ENSCRIBED IN
HIEROGLYPHICS ABOYE THE DOOR: | W W
VDEATH SHALL COME ON SWIFT \H\|

WINGS TO DEFILERS OF THE TOMB. |
HE SHALL SICKEN,. HE SHALL THIRST.” |
LORD CARNARYON ENTERED. SOME- |
THING SEEMED TO STING HIM ON
THE CHEEK... |IT WAS THOUGHT TO 4‘""“1
BE A MOSQLA\TOE

THE STING GREW FROM WELT TO
CUT TO INFECTED SORE ATTACKING
THE LYMPH GLANDS ! FEVER SET
IN...LORD CARNARVON DIED
PLEADING FOR WATER, BUT
UNABLE TO SWALLOW /! OVER

THE TOMB AND ITS TREASURE
WERE TO DIE SIMILAR BIZARRE
DEATHS/

FEARING A CURSE, THE HAND
1\‘ WAS FLUNG INTO THE FIREPLACE
TO BE DESTROYED, WHEREUPON
A STRANGE SPECTRE APPEARED
IN THE FLAMES, THEN VANISHED
WITH THE HAND/ WAS IT THE
PRINCESSZ ONLY HER MUMMY

JusT AS STRANGE ‘WS THE |
MUMMIFIED HAND OF KING TUT'S /4 g
SISTER-IN-LAW WHICH BECAME
THE POSSESSION OF COUNT !
| LOUIS HAMON ... WITHIN A YEAR ¢
IT BECAME SOFT AND PLIABLE
THEN SUDDENLY STARTEP TO
BLEED! <
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GREETINGS, GHOULS, HOW'S THINGS 2 DON'T ANSWER THAT 'CAUSE I'M GOING TO TELL
YOU... SEEMS A FUNNY THING HAPPENED TO A GUY I KNOW WHILE DRIVING THROUGH
THE BACKROADS OF THE TENNESSEE HILLS... WHAT THING Z WHY.

WE PR

BLAST THESE BACK HILLS ROADS! WHERE
THE DEVIL AM 1? MUST BE MILES FROM
ANY OF THE MAIN ROADS.
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